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THRE COMPTROLLER ODENERAL,

OF THE UNITED STATES

WABHINGTON, D.C. 20548

FILE: B-215467 DATE: July 23, 1984

MATTER OF: pjller Spreader Company

DIGEST:

A bidder's failure to furnish descriptive
literature with the bid as required by the
solicitation renders the bid nonresponsive.

Miller Spreader Company protests the rejection of
its bid as nonresponsive under Olympic National Park
invitation for bids No. 9500-84-0005.

Due to an admitted oversight on its part, Miller
submitted its bid without the required descriptive
literature. Miller contends that Olympic should have
permitted the firm to furnish the missing material
the next day.

Where an invitation advises bidders that descrip-
tive literature is needed for bid evaluation and must
be furnished prior to bid opening or the bid will be
rejected, a bid submitted without the necessary descrip-
tive material is nonresponsive and must be rejected.
John C. Dorsey, Inc., B-212789, Sept. 20, 1983, 83-2
CPD § 350. Moreover, a bidder cannot be permitted to
cure such a defect after bid opening because that would
give the firm an unfair competitive advantage. Id.

Miller also states that nonetheless its bid was
substantially lower than that of the bidder awarded the
contract and that by accepting the more expensive bid
the contracting officer failed to act in the government's
best interest. We disagree. It is in the government's
best interest to preserve a system that guarantees fair
competition in all circumstances. The government's com-
mitment to that permanent goal outweighs any financial
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savings it may glean from a single transaction. Vista
Scientific Corporation, B-210416, April 5, 1983, 83-1 CPD
% 365.

The protest is summarily denied.
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